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A Storytelling Commentary by Tom Boomershine, PhD on John 21:7-14
This is a continuation of the story of Jesus' appearance to his disciples by the sea in the Gospel of John. Regarding the comment about Peter being naked: On the one hand this is a guy story and so it is not a big deal that he was fishing naked. On the other hand, there are lots of sanctions in ancient Judaism against nakedness. There's been a lot of discussion about whether he was totally naked or whether he had underwear on. 

In Mark the word "naked" clearly means "no clothes." We know this because at the end of the scene about Jesus’ arrest, the description of “a young man who followed him” is that he had only a linen cloth around his body and when they seized him, he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. The clear implication is that the linen cloth was all he had on. This is told in Mark as a sign of the shame of the disciples running away.

I think it's likely that in this case it means that Peter had stripped and had nothing on. It provides a note of humor, as well as a note of male vigor and energy. It's a sign of Peter being a workingman who was working hard with the nets. However, that energy is made present in the way the story is told, whether or not "naked" meant no clothes at all. The dragging of the net to the shore by the disciples is again a sign of their strength as fishermen. 

The contrast between the story of the catch of fish and the breakfast that follows is a contrast of volume, speed, and tone. When the disciples get to the shore, it is now a symbolic Eucharistic celebration (holy feasting together in worship, remembering Jesus and giving thanks to God). 

They gathered around the fire, and Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Bring some of the fish you've caught." So Simon went on board and hauled off the net full of 153 big fish. Jesus took the fish, cooked them, and gave it to them. This is a moment of camaraderie among a group of young men.

In the middle of the description of the action, the storyteller explains to the audience, "None of them dared ask him 'Who are you?' because they all knew that it was the Lord." This is an inside view of what's going on in the disciples' minds. It tells us, the audience, what they were thinking. 

The audience is invited to identify fully with the disciples. It is an opportunity for the audience to see the event from the disciples' point of view—to share their feelings. So it is important to effectively convey the inside view.
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